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The Lost Boys
Copy Master
Text Analysis Author’s Purpose

An author’s purpose is what he or she hopes to achieve by writing a particular work. An author might write for any of the following purposes:

•
To persuade

•
To inform or explain

•
To entertain

•
To express thoughts and feelings

An author may have more than one purpose for writing a given piece. Understanding the purpose of a text is essential to getting the most out of what you read.

Directions: In the chart, write key passages from “The Lost Boys” and identify each passage’s purpose. The first one is done for you. Then answer the question that follows.

	Passage
	Purpose

	“According to U.S. State Department estimates, some 17,000 boys were separated from their families” (lines 27–29)
	inform

	
	Express thoughts and feelings (p. 595)

	
	To Inform (p. 596)

	“And so begins an opening spree. We open potato chips. We open a can of beans. We untwist the tie on the bagged loaf of bread.” (lines 75-77)
	

	
	To Inform (p. 596 Refugee Blues)

	“’It’s a hard life here,’ Sunday whispers to the older boy, ‘but it’s a free life.’” (lines 122-123)
	


What do you think Corbett’s primary purpose is? Circle evidence in the chart that supports your answer.
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