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A Long Way Gone Chapters 8-9

Directions: after reading pages 48 - 68, read each question carefully. Then, write the letter of your answer choice next to the question number. 

1. “But my mind continued to torment me, and every effort to clear away the terrible thoughts was in vain. So I decided to walk, tapping the ground with the stick I held” (Beah 50). 
Based on the context clues provided in this passage, you can infer that “in vain” means….
a. without success
b. in the blood
c. conceited
d. productive
2. “I walked around to familiarize myself with my vicinity. As I was getting acquainted with my new home, I cleared the dry leaves” (Beah 50). 
Based on the context clues provided in this passage, you can infer that “vicinity” means…
a. past
b. future
c. surrounding area
d. forest
3. “I found a long stick to protect myself as I sat playing with leaves on the ground to avoid bringing up thoughts that occupied my mind. But my mind continued to torment me, and every effort to clear away the terrible thoughts was in vain” (Beah 50).
Beah likely includes this information…
a. to show the reader that Beah has been broken emotionally and physically
b. to emphasize that even though he has escaped the rebels physically, he cannot escape the fear of them in his mind
c. to tell the reader that Beah has lost his grip on reality and thinks the leaves are his dead family members.
d. To emphasize that his actions of murdering people as a child soldier are haunting him already.
4. “Night was approaching, so I found a suitable tree that wasn’t too high to climb; it had weaved branches with another to form something like a hammock. I spent the night in the arms of those trees, between earth and sky” (Beah 50).
The overall mood of this passage is…
a. frightful
b. indifferent
c. depressing
d. soothing
5. “Our innocence had been replaced by fear and we had become monsters” (Beah 55). Beah most likely includes this in the story…
a. to show the reader how Beah feels about himself after becoming a child soldier
b. to emphasize the horror that people feared young boys
c. to tell the reader that Beah’s wounds had left permanent scars
d. to emphasize that villages were looking for groups of boys to protect them
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6. “When I was six, my grandfather had inserted a medicine into my skin that protected me from snakebite and enabled me to control snakes. But as soon as I started school, I began to doubt the power of the medicine. After that, I was no longer able to make snakes stop in their tracks until I went by” (Beah 54). Beah most likely includes this story to
a. emphasize the importance of folklore in his culture
b. hint to the reader that he will be bitten by a snake
c. tell the reader that they had advanced snakebite medications
d. emphasize how much he misses his grandfather
7. “There were certain days when the sounds of branches snapping off trees became my music. There were certain days when the sounds of the branches breaking made a consistent rhythm that I would enjoy very much, and the sonority of it would echo for a while and would gradually fade into the depths of the forest” (Beah 54). This passage contains an example of what kind of sensory imagery?
a. Sight
b. Touch
c. Taste
d. Sound 
8. “He pointed his staff toward the path that lay ahead of us. As we walked away, he erased the map with his foot and waved us off with a raised right hand and a nod. Before the village disappeared from our sight, I turned around to take one last look at the old man. His head was down and he had both hands on his staff. It was clear to me that he knew his days would soon be over, and he didn’t bother to be afraid for himself. But he was for us” (Beah 56-57) What is the overall tone of this passage?
a. Energetic
b. Accusatory
c. Melancholic
d. Ironic
9. “All these sounds reached our ears simultaneously. We hurriedly deviated from the path, running into the bushes and lying on the ground.” Based on the context of this passage, you can infer that the word “simultaneously” means
a. loudly
b. quietly
c. at the same time
d. too late
10. Based on the context of the passage in question 9, you can infer that the word “deviated” means
a. Strayed
b. Remained 
c. Entered
d. Lingered
11. “[We] began to crawl toward the sound. We followed [Kanei], quietly dragging our bodies on rotten leaves. As we got closer, the sound intensified and a heavy breeze shook the trees above us. We could clearly see the blue sky but nothing else. Kanei hesitantly sat on his heels and surveyed the area” (Beah 58). Beah uses the word “hesitantly” when describing Kanei in order to…

a. emphasize their fear that the unknown sound of the sea was a rebel soldier army
b. show the reader that Kanei did not like the sensation of being on the rotting leaves
c. to tell the reader how fearless and enthusiastic Kanei’s character was
d. to emphasize that the wind was so strong it almost blew Kanei over
12. Which of the following quotes from pages 60 – 61 is an example of sensory imagery?
a. This should not have been a big shock to us, but we didn’t expect it to happen here, since we thought we were now far from harm. 
b. I have never longed for a day to conclude as I did that day.
c. Each time I lifted my feet, the veins in them tightened and I felt the sand particles digging into my bleeding soles.
d. None of us was able to talk.
13. The overall setting of the Sherbro man’s fishing hut in Chapter 9 could symbolize…
a. The new home Beah and his friends are forced to make for themselves.
b. A nurturing safe haven for the boys to recuperate with a stranger’s compassion.
c. A storage place “where he kept his nets and other fishing items and where he dried fish during the rainy season” (Beah 64).
d. A temporary jail for the Sherbro chief to hold the boys until the villagers decide their fate.
14. Beah most likely includes the story about the hunter who magically transformed himself into a wild board in order to…
a. emphasize the danger of the pigs that could smell with their forked tongue and use their hooves to climb trees.
b. show the reader how terrified of these pigs Beah was as a child because so many of their legends were based in truth.
c. To entertain the reader with a tale about Beah’s grandmother who began to lose her wits as she got older. 
d. Show the reader the gentle but effective ways his culture used folklore to teach children about their land and protect them from dangers.
15. Based on the information in chapter 9, after Beah and his companions were captured by the Sherbro chief’s men, the villagers intended to do what to the boys?
a. Leave them to a slow, painful death of walking across hot sand without food or water.
b. Keep them as slaves and make them dance and rap for the village’s entertainment.
c. Throw them in the ocean, naked, and with their hands tied to drown them.
d. Turn them over as ransom to the rebels in exchange for their village being left untouched. 










1


Ao Wy Gon chapers s

B S
Epmm——
B .
e T
e N
s
PO R
P T e D o
e,
iy
CiEm
B i ——
oy
N A —
¢ g
TR
[
T
ek e et i O 0
PR N
e
SRR




