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Mrs. Baker ELA 9
The Outsiders
Test: Chapters 7 – 9
Directions: Read each question carefully. Select the response the best answers the question. Write the letter of your answer choice on your own sheet of notebook paper with the proper class heading.

1. How has Hinton used language effectively to make the life of the boys seem real to the reader?
a. The slang she incorporates emphasizes to the readers that the Greasers are juvenile delinquents.
b. She uses contemporary language like the boys really spoke during the time period to allow the reader to hear their voices and points of view.
c. By using the contemporary slang, she demonstrates how little importance was placed on education in the Greaser community.
d. The vernacular language completes the divide between the Greaser and Socs social class. 
2. Why would Two-Bit think Johnny, Dally, and Pony were heroes all along before they saved the kids?
a. Johnny, Dally, and Pony had already established reputations for stepping into dangerous situations to help.
b. Two-Bit is glorifying Bob’s murder by Johnny and Pony and Dally’s help in the escape.
c. Two-Bit thought Johnny, Dally, and Pony were heroes before for standing up for what’s right and not backing down.
d. He thought they were heroes for dedicating their week in hiding to religion and contemplation of their actions.
3. How does what the doctor first says foreshadow Johnny’s condition?
a. The doctor discusses Johnny’s quality of life as a cripple if he lives due to the severity of his injuries.
b. The doctor tells them that he was burned badly on one arm when he was pulling Dally out of the church window and is receiving plasma treatment.
c. Jerry tells Ponyboy that a piece of wood fell on Johnny’s back and injured him so badly he passed out before he got to the window.
d. The doctor asks them to persuade Johnny to see his mother because he will likely not survive his injuries.
4. “We needed Johnny as much as he needed the gang. And for the same reason.” What does Ponyboy mean by this, and what is the reason?
a. The Greasers all come from poor families and broken homes. They need to combine their wages in order to survive financially.
b. Johnny’s vulnerability gives the gang purpose. For Johnny, the gang family provides him with protection and emotional support.
c. The gang needs numbers in order to defend their territory. Johnny lives within that territory.
d. The Socs outnumber the Greasers and that makes them more powerful. 
5. If Darry didn’t have Soda and Pony, why would he be a Soc?
a. All of Darry’s friends in high school were Socs but Soda insisted on being a rebel and joined the Greasers.
b. He loves the cars they drive that he works on at the shop, and hates putting grease in his hair (but does it anyway to maintain solidarity).
c. Soda and Pony robbed a store but Darry to the fall for it, and lost his Soc friends.
d. Darry had the grades and talent for a college football scholarship but passed it up to care for Soda and Pony after their parents died.
6. When Pony asks what kind of world it is, what comment is he making about how society judges people?
a. Ponyboy is venting his frustration that he lives in a society that judges the quality of a person’s character based on their looks, stereotype, or reputation. 
b. Ponyboy is saying he doesn’t want to grease his hair, but society pressures teenagers to belong to one group or another.
c. Ponyboy is saying he isn’t proud of his reputation as a murderer and a thief.
d. Ponyboy thinks that your theft record and hair style should define your value.
7. What do Johnny’s last words to Pony mean?
a. Johnny meant that Pony should keep his new bleached hair style because it makes him look gold.
b. Johnny meant that Pony should stay tuff, and toughen up so no one could hurt him.
c. Johnny meant that Pony boy should try to retain the innocence of his youth and appreciation of life.
d. Johnny meant that Pony would now have the “golden” spot as the youngest member of the gang and the appreciate it.
8. “Hey,” I said suddenly, “can you see the sunset real good form the West Side?”
She blinked, startled, then smiled. “Real good.”
“You can see it good from the East Side, too,” I said quietly.
“Thanks, Ponyboy.” She smiled through her teas. “You dig okay.” 
Considering the initial reference to the sunset on page 41, what is the significance of this quote on pages 129-130? 
a. Ponyboy is diffusing their argument by reminding Cherry that the sunset is symbolic of the unity and connection between the rich and the poor.
b. Ponyboy is trying to comfort Cherry because his friend killed her boyfriend by reminding her to enjoy simple pleasures in life.
c. Ponyboy is hinting at spiritual guidance for Cherry because he is sorry her boyfriend is dead.
d. Ponyboy is reminding the reader that despite break-ups, and murders, and rumbles, life goes on, and each day brings a new sunset.
9. “The hospital got real quiet after they left. The only noise was the nurse’s soft footsteps and Soda’s light breathing.” The imagery from these lines appeals to the sense of
a. sight
b. sound
c. taste
d. touch
10. “I was trembling. I pain was growing in my throat and I wanted to cry, but greasers don’t cry in front of strangers…Even if Johnny did live he’d be crippled and never play football or help us out in a rumble again. He’d have to stay in that house he hated, where he wasn’t wanted, and things could never be like they used to be. I didn’t trust myself to speak. If I said one word, the hard knot in my throat would swell and I’d be crying in spite of myself.” What mood is created by these lines?
a. Excited
b. Suspenseful
c. Apprehension
d. Mournful
11. “…the blond was Paul Holden. He had been the best halfback on Darry’s football team at high school and he and Darry used to buddy it around all the time. He must be a junior in college by now, I thought…Darry hadn’t moved a muscle or changed expression, but you could see he hated Paul now. It wasn’t only jealousy—Darry had a right to be jealous; he was ashamed to be on our side, ashamed to be seen with the Brumly boys, Shepard’s gang, maybe even us.” This passage contains an example of all of the following types of conflict except:
a. man vs. man
b. man vs. society
c. man vs. nature
d. man vs. self
12. The theme of this section would be
a. Fighting only leads to negative consequences and more violence.
b. You owe it to your friends to support them no matter what.
c. It is important to decide what is important in life and fight for it.
d. Your friends are your family and you stick together.
13. Which of the following pieces of text best supports the theme in question 12?
a. “Stay gold, Ponyboy, stay gold.”
b. “Useless…fighting’s no good…”
c. “Oh, damnit, Johnny, don’t die, please don’t die…”
d. “It wasn’t only jealousy—Darry had a right to be jealous; he was ashamed…” 
14. Which of the following examples of imagery from the text create a somber mood?
a. “We went in, practically on tiptoe, because the quietness of the hospital scared us. Johnny was lying still, with his eyes closed, but…he opened them and looked at us, trying to grin.” 
b. “Two-Bit left me sitting on the bench at the bus stop while he went to a gas station to buy some cigarettes. I was kind of sick to my stomach and sort of groggy.”
c.  “I could see that even a few words were tiring him out; he was as pale as the pillow and looked awful.”
d.  “Cherry Valance was sitting in her Corvette by the vacant lot when we came by. Her long hair was pinned up, and in daylight she was even better looking.” 
15. The climax of the story can best the thought of as when
a. Dally breaks out of the hospital
b. The Socs and the Greasers fight at the rumble
c. The Greasers win the rumble
d. Johnny dies from his injuries
16. “Darry was still asleep when I went into the kitchen to fix breakfast. The first one up has to fix breakfast and the other two do the dishes. That’s the rule around our house…”
What character trait is Ponyboy showing in these lines?
a. irritability 
b. responsibility
c. bravery
d. authenticity
17. “Hold up!” a familiar voice yell. “Hold it!”…The rumble was on. Dallas Winston ran to join us…”Talked the nurse into it with Two-Bit’s switch. Don’t you know a rumble ain’t a rumble unless I’m in it?” What motivates Dallas to threaten his way out of the hospital?
a. Immaturity with little regard to consequences, and the thrill of fighting
b. Fear of missing out on a fun occasion and inflicting injury on the Socs
c. Fear of possibly losing another friend and exacting revenge for Johnny’s death
d. Persistence of retaining and defending Greaser territory





18. “That’s stupid, I thought swiftly, they’ve both come here to fight and they’re both supposed to be smarter than that. What difference does the side make?” What do Pony’s thoughts reveal in these lines?
a. Ponyboy is mature enough to recognize that moments of stupidity and irresponsibility affect people of all ages and social classes.
b. Ponyboy thinks that both boys are stupid for fighting because they’re the two biggest ones and will hurt each other.
c. Ponyboy is aware that the boys are the two biggest ones and that they will likely be the deciding factor in who wins the rumble.
d. Ponyboy worries that by choosing sides in the gangs and fighting against each other in the rumble that Darry will lose his football buddy forever.
19. “I was silent most of the way home. I was thinking about the rumble. I had a sick feeling in my stomach and it wasn’t from being ill. It was the same kind of helplessness I’d felt that night Darry yelled at me for going to sleep in the lot. I had the same deathly fear that something was going to happen that none of us could stop.” What would be the internal conflict in this passage?
a. Ponyboy is debating on whether or not to tell Darry that he is being too heavy-handed in raising him.
b. Ponyboy is afraid of getting hurt in the rumble, but doesn’t want to look like he isn’t tough.
c. Ponyboy is considering bringing a weapon to the rumble to get his revenge, even though it was decided that weapons weren’t allowed.
d. Ponyboy wants to support his friends but his gut feeling is telling him that the rumble won’t change anything, or save Johnny’s life.
20. “I had a nightmare of Mom and Dad’s funeral. I’d had nightmares and wild dreams every one in a while when I was little, but nothing like this one. I woke up screaming bloody murder. And I never could remember what it was that had scared me. It scared Sodapop and Darry almost as bad as it scared me; for night after night, for weeks on end, I would dream this dream and wake up in a cold swear or screaming.” What action in the text is a result of the events described in this passage?
a. Darry takes on leadership of the gang so that they could unify a strong front against other gangs, and protect the park where Ponyboy and his friends like to play.
b. Sodapop drops out of school so that he can spend more time helping Darry raise Ponyboy, and pay the bills so they can stay together after their parents died.
c. Darry develops a determination to be a strong parenting figure in Ponyboy’s life, and keeps him very active in school and sports so that he’s too tired to dream anything.
d. Darry and Sodapop recruit Johnny to go to school with Ponyboy and enlist other members of the gang to keep an eye on him so that nothing can cause him nightmares.
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